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1. Name of Property

historic name  Thorndale
other names/site number

2. Location
street & number 213 West Thorndale Drive NlLal not for publication
ity, town _ Oxford NiLa] vicinity
state_North Carolina  code NG county Granville code (177 zip code 27545
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[X]private ] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
D public-local [_—X] district 1 ___ 2 _ buildings
D public-State I:l site 1 _ sites
[ public-Federal [ Istructure - __ structures
D object . __ objects
2 2  Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Historic and Architectural Regources of Granville listed in the National Register 0

Covrr—No0rth-Caretn
4. State/Fedéral Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

XX nomination [_] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my ?erwe pro%ay [ Jddes not meet the National Register criteria. [Isee continuation sheet.
1A Loaar ) . mL/ 7 /‘2?’2?(?

Signature of certifying official / Date
State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ Imeets [_Jdoes not meet the National Register criteria. [_]see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[:lemered in the National Register.
DSee continuation sheet.
[ ]determined eligible for the National
Register. D See continuation sheet.
[ ldetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

l:]removed from the National Register.
[ Jother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic-single dwelling

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

T)nmps’r1'(‘~q1'ng1p dwell ing

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Federal

Other: transitional Georgian/Federal

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick
walls weatherboard
roof metal
other WOC_)d
brick

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

&]See continuation sheet



NPS Form 10-800-a OMB Approval No, 1024-0018

(8-88)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number / Page __1 DESCRIPTION

One of Oxford’s oldest surviving plantation era residernces,
this substantial, two—story frame dwelling was likely built by
Horace L. Robards as the centerpiece of his 206 acre plantatian.
Set down a long ocak and cedar lined larne, with wooden—fernced
horse pastuwres stretching to dits western side and its  rear, the
houwse retains much of its original extericoe, and virtually all aof
its origival interico, firnish. Origirally the dwelling had fouwe
rooms downstairs and two vyooms above, divided by a -center
hallway. Whether the two back downstairs rooms were covered by a
shed roof, a likely configuratiorn, is rot known, for they were
topped by two additional rooms late iv the nineteernth or early in
the twentieth century. Wirgs were also exterded to either side
of  the rear rooms of the origival block avound  that  time. A
fivral tuwrn of the century additionm - an elaborate, two—tier
Victorianm porch adorned with sweeping  brackets, spindles, arnd
turnmed posts and balusters — was removed in the early twentieth
century.

The original three-bay wide front block features a rumber of
motifs common to the first half of the rnineteenth century in  the
courty. Beaded weatherboards sheath its heavy timber frame and
its raised basement is built of brick laid in Flemish bond. Its
exterior end chimmevs, replacements for the coripginals, are laid
in  stretcher bond. A large, original, raised six—parnel door
leads into the brick-walled basement at the east gable end. The

“windows of the origimal block are mine-over—-rnine downstairs and
six—over—-six above. They are enframed ivm delicate fthree—-part
surrounds — a form commonly found at Gecrpgian and Federal style
dwellirgs in the county — which are additiocrmally adorrned with the
flat—-angled molding  that would become popular locally with  the

coming  of the Greek Revival. Charnges to the fromt block, iv
additiocr  to the house’s extensions, include the addition of a
ore-—-bay wide porch in place of its Victoriarn porch early in  the
twentieth cerntury - a front facade gable, the mark of which
remains in the metal roof, was also removed at this time -~ and

the externsicrn of the orce flush gable end eaves that still retain
their box cornices and patterrnboards.

Inside, the house has been little charnpged and retains &

surprisingly  uniform finish. ALl of its original rooms — the
four downstairs, the two above and the hallways — are finished in
the same ormnate fashion, a rarity in a county where upstairs

rooms . were  commomly less elaborately finished than  their more
public downstairs mates. ALl of the ryooms have the same
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tramsitional Georgian/Federal and Federal style finish, including

six—panel doors -~ flat on one side and slightly raised on the
other  — with their original Carpenter locks in places; delicate
three—-part swyroundss;  Federal mantels with  fluted postsg and
flat—-paneled, malded wainscoting. The west resr downstairs room

retains  a built in cupboard with thhree—-part molding that is said
to have ornce been cormected by a dumbwaiter to the kitchen below.
The hall features a graceful stair with rnarrow tapered rewels and
an elegantly modeled handrail. FPhysical evidernce at the second
flooe  suggest that it may have originally split into two yruns at
the landingy; it rnow makes but & single, winding climb.

To  the rear of the house ["A" on the attached sketch mapl

stand twax rnon-contributing frame  struactuwres, a  small, early
twentieth cerntry  servants? house [RI and & mid-twentieth
century, frame horse stable [Cl; a&all the original  owtbuildings
are  gomnme. These two buildings do wnot detract from, but rather

erhance, the pastoral contributing site and setting of the former
plantat icr.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

D nationally [ ]statewide &] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria &]A (:] B S{]C D D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I:]A (18 [Jc [do [Je []JF (la

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture circa 1837-1865 circa 1837
Agriculture

Cultural Affiliation

Si%\rT\ificant Person Architect/Builder
/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[X] See continuation sheet



PS
(r:}ee)Form 10-800-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _ 8 N Page 1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Thovymdale  dis  ocne of Oxford’s few swurviving plantation  era
properties that predates the Greek Revival pericd. Ornce  the
center of & large plantaticn located to the west of the town, it
retains & gracious setting - surrouwnded by horse pastures  and
approached down  a cedar and oak lined lare — in  spite of its

later inclusionm within city limits and the development of much of
its original property. It is significant historically as a well-
maintained, intact example of an early plantation era dwelling of

a substarntial planter (see associated Historic Conmtext 1 -~ The
Flamtation Era ir Granville County, 1746-1865) , ard
architectuwrally as a firne example o f the tranmsitional

Geomrgian/Federal and Federal styles in the county (see associated
Froperty Type 1 ~ Georpgian arnd Federal Style Dwellings). Tury of
the century additions were made above its rear two rooms and  to
the sides of those rooms, but it still reftains three-part
surrounds, box cornices, patternboards and a locally rare Flemish
boond Fouwndat ion. Inside, it was swprisingly finished as finely
upstairs as daownr. ALl fouwr ocriginal downstairs rooms  and  the
crigival  two above retain their matchivg three-part surrounds,
six—parnel doors, Carpenter locks, flush-sheathed wainscoting and
Federal style mantels; iv additico, the hallway has an elegantly

fashiocrmed stair. Thorndale’s period of significance does  r»not
extend beyond 18635, the end of the plantaticn era, because there
are no buildings  or structures remaining on its  mraounds that

relate to its use in the post—-Civil War years as a bright leaf
tobaceo farm.

Horace L. Robards was deeded 206 acres of lanmd by his father
ivm 1837 [Deed Rook 8, Fage Z0217. A chimiey brick fouwnd by the

current awners, bearing the same date, suggests that Robards
built the original block of the house in 1837, making the
dwelling one of the last swrviving examples of the tramsitional
Geomigian/Federal and Federal style dwellings built in the county
before the coming of the Breek Revival style in force in the
1840s. A wealthy planter, Robards ocwrned approximately 30 slaves
in 1840.

In 1863, Sarah T. Thornmton bought 100 acres of the property,
inecluding the dwelling, for $2, 600. 00 [Deed RBook 21, Fage &12]1.
At  her death in 1887 she left the houwuse to her brother, Robert
William Lassiter (1815-18%91) [Will Bocok 24, Fage 141 and it
remained ir the Lassiter family for three gernerations.
Lassiter’s wife, the Fformer Catherinme Rlount (1B8R6—-1903) ,
transferred it to their sorn and daughter—-in-law, Robert Walter
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(1855-1928) and Barah (Kittrell) Lassiter (1860-1909), who in
trn passed it o to their son, Robert Gilliam Lassiter. In 1949
st Citizens Bank acquired the property from Robert Gilliam [Deed
Book 126, Page 4511. Three years later the house and much of the
still extensive acreage of the former plantation were purchased
by Johw Ming Nelms [Deed Book 136, Fage =29317. He sold the house
and a small part of its property in 1934 ta F. R EBEarlowe [Deed
Book 136, Page 2951 and, with others, began the development of
the Thorndale Subdivisiorn, a substantial development at the

town’s west end. The house, larpgely insulated from  the
developmernt by idits lot and  pastures, was purchased with
approximately 17 acres of land from RBarlowe in 1963 by its

present owners, state Representative William T. Watkims and his
wife, Louise, who returred it to its past glory.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Hays, Francis B. Unpublished collection of 135 scrapbooks on Granville County
history located at Richard H.Thornton Library, Oxford, N.C.

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C.
Granville County Wills. Granville Coutny Courthouse, Oxford, N.C.

United States Manuscript Censuses. Microfilm located at Richard H. Thornton Public
Library, Oxford, N.C.

[ ]See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[:Ipretiminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested D_(IState historic preservation office
] previously listed in the National Register [ ]Other State agency
[:]previously determined eligible by the National Register [:]Federal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark I:I Local government
[ Jrecorded by Historic American Buildings ] University
Survey # [ Jother
[ Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property approximately 13 acres

UTM References

/N T O I O A I B BT B Bl Ll e bbb by

l
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

o VI I I I IR O A R B >IN I I I T T I I B

@See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[X] see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftite  Marvin A. Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian

organization __Granville County-Oxford HIstoric Survey date _8/18/87

street & number __P.0. Box 1556(State Historic Pres. Office)telephone _ 919-693-1491

city or town Oxford state _N.C. zip code 27565
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UTM _REFERENCES

Zove Easting Nen~thivg

A 17 714880 4019910
5] 17 715030 4013920
c 17 715000 LGOEOZO0
D 17 714910 4020130
= 17 714800 4OEQOT70
F 17 714800 G4OEO000

VEREAL ROUNDARY DESCRIFTION

EBegivrming at point Az 17 714880 4013910 on the USES polygorn
where the fernce lirne, drawn on the USGES map, meets the tree line,
corntinting due  west in a straight line approximately 400 feet,
along the edge of the woods, to point RBr: 17 713030 4019920 on the
pPolygor, where the edge of the woods meets the western edpe of
Dale Drive. Comtinuwing due worthy, along the westerr edge of Dale
Drive, appraximately 825 feet to the southwestern corner of the

intersection of Dale Drive and Thorndale Drive at point C: 017
715000 4020200 o the polygor. Cormtiruing from poinmt C oon the
polygon alomg the southern edge of  Thorndale Drive approximately
S25 feet to point D 17 714910 4020190 on the polygeon, where the
fFerice lirne meets the southerrn edge of Thorndale Drive.
Conmtiviwing  southeast in a styaight lirne from poinmt D on the

polygon approximately 460 feet to point E: 17 714800 4020070 o
the polygorn where the fence line turms due south. Covmtinuing due
south  in a straight line approximately 325 feet along the ferce
live to point Fr 17 714800 4020000 orn the polygoo. Comtivuing in
a straight line southwest, along the ferce line marked on  the

-

USGS map, approximately 325 feet to the point of origin.

EQUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
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The thirteen acres nominated ivclude the dwelling house and
surrounding pastwre land that have beern a historic part of  the
property, maintain historic integrity, and convey the property’s
histomric setting. A vmoon—comtriboting servant’s house and a mon—
comtributing horse stable that stand immediately behind the
house  are also included in the rwnominatiorn. Although the
nominated  area  larpgely conforms with  the cwner’s property
boundaries some acreage was not rnomirated because of the presernce
cf dwvtruding structures or because it is now aovergrown woodland.
In these cases the land use has substartially charged so that it
no longer contributes to the historic  integrity o historice
significance of the property as a plantation era farm.

The southerrn bowsdary of the rnominated praperty  from  UTH
point A to UTM point B o irecludes pastwre land to its  wnorth  and
excludes woodland to its south. The eastern boundary from  UTH
point B to the southwest coonmer of the intersection of Dale Drive
and Thorndale Drive includes the dwelling and pastuwre land to its
west and excludes property that does rnot belong to the ocwner  to
its east. The rooevthern bouwndayy from UTHM points € to D and Dt
E  ivecludes the dwelling and pastuwre land to  its south  and
excludes property that does rot belong to the owner to the north.
The westerrn boundary from UTM points E to F oinclude pasture land

to  its east and excludes housing development to its west. The
southwest bowndary fraom UTHM point F to A dincludes pasture land to
its riortheast and excludes praoperty that does vot belong to the

owrner to its southwest.
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